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The history of a specific museum
(1994-2016)

This book is the first compilation of the history of the MAMCO (Musée
d’art moderne et contemporain, Geneva); it offers a diachronic path
through the institution’s first 22 years of existence, from its foundation
in 1994 up to 2016, and presents some one hundred exhibitions via
illustrations, as well as a brief introductory text describing the
characteristics and formats of the shows, and some of traces they have
left in the collection. From Martin Kippenberger’s retrospective in 1997
to John M. Armleder’s extravagant "Amor vacui, horror vacui" show in
2007, by way of the exhibitions by Marcia Hafif, Franz Erhard Walther,
Tatiana Trouvé, and Steven Parrino, the reader can discover hundreds
of images published here for the first time.

Furthermore, an article by architect Erwin Oberwiler, who supervised the
renovation of the disused factory housing the museum, provides details
about the building decisions and aesthetic choices that have
contributed to the institution’s identity.

Finally, the book also offers an initial reading of this Genevan museum’s
collection through the grouping of spaces rather than works, once again
underscoring the uniqueness of MAMCO’s outlook.

French edition available from Les presses du réel, Dijon.
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