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An exhibition in book form

Mediated by Pedro Barateiro and Ricardo Valentim, "Activity" is a
collaboratively created artists' book authored by multiple individuals.
The artists engaged in ongoing discussions around the issues of
collaboration, accountability, and democracy for over three years. The
format of an artist's book was chosen as the vehicle for mapping their
activity. Because the impetus for the project was based so much in
conversations, they decided to employ "the dialogue" itself as the
"medium," transforming this project from a mere publication into
something more.

With projects ranging from image-based conversations to the production
of social experiences, chain-letter style conversation networks to
outsourced interviews and email conversations, "Activity" gives total
agency to the authors by providing them with a unique venue to
demonstrate how their own personal practices relate to its themes.

Barateiro and Valentim's withdrawal from their positions as the book's
authors enabled the shared authorship of all the participants. Unlike
the typical artist's book, which usually functions as an extension of an
individual artist's practice, "Activity" instead represents a collective
artistic experience, effectively rethinking the artist's book today.

This publication is part of the series of artists' projects edited by
Christoph Keller.
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