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A NEW BODY OF WORKS

"Cyanotypes" documents six distinct series of cyanotypes produced by visual artist, performer, and composer Marclay
in collaboration with Graphicstudio. Known as the inventor of "turntablism," Marclay has explored the relationship
between visual and sonic phenomena through his work in collage, sculpture, installation, photography, video, and
performance. In the cyanotypes, Marclay reclaims the obsolete technology of the audiocassette as a tool for visual
abstraction. First developed in the 1840s, the cyanotype is cameraless photographic process performed by placing
objects directly onto a photosensitive surface, resulting in a silhouetted image similar to a photogram. Commonly
known as "blueprints" because of their distinctive Prussian blue hue, cyanotypes were famously used by 19th century
botanist Anna Atkins and later by architects and engineers as a way of reproducing drawings prior to digital
reproduction. Marclay's cyanotypes capture the abstract tangles made by unspooled cassette tapes, inviting
comparisons with the paintings of Jackson Pollock and other 20th century artists.

Designed by Swiss design firm NORM in close collaboration with the artist, the volume includes an in-depth study of
Marclay's experimentation and utilization of the cyanotype process and its broader contextualization with the history
of the avant-garde by scholar Noam Elcott.
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